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NEW YEAR BELLS. 

BY JOHANNES H. WISBY. 

Chime out, clear bells ! 
Chime in, clear bells ! 
Chime out the withering ghosts of sin, 

Chime in the angel Peace. 
Forever chime. There is no end. 
God's kingdoms nevdr cease. 
Chime out, clear bells ! 
Chime in, clear bells ! 

Chime back, strong bells ! 

Chime forth, strong bells ! 

Cliime back the hate into the breast 

That glows with ashy rage. 
Chime forth the love divine of Him 
Who died tor every age. 
Chime back, strong bells ! 
Chime forth, strong bells ! 

Chime out, sweet bells ! 
Chime in, sweet bells ! 
Chime out the thirst for gold and blood, 

The beastliness of fear. 
Chime in, in mighty harmony, 
God's blessing on th' year. 
Chime out, sweet bells ! 
Chime in, sweet bells ! 



AN ECCLESIASTICAL MOVEMENT IN BEHALF 
OF ARBITRATION. 

Mr. Editor: You request me to give you for your 
paper " an account of the origin, development and pur- 
poses " of this movement. 

The object aimed at is to bring to bear, by means of 
petitions, the combined influence of the churches of Chris- 
tendom upon the governments of Christian countries, in 
favor of substituting for war some peaceful means of set- 
tling international disputes. It is believed by the advo- 
cates of this measure that the united voice of the Christian 
people of the world will .have weight with governments, 
and will be one of the many influences that will bring 



about the result for which the advocates of peace are 
striving. 

The writer being a member of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States (popularly 
called "Southern") which met in Asheville, N.C., May, 
1890, introduced a paper into that body, which was adopt- 
ed after careful consideration, and was the origin of this 
movement. The paper embraced an " Overture to the 
highest ecclesiastical authorities of the churches of 
Christendom ; " accompanied by a Petition to Christian 
Governments, which the assembly adopted, and which 
these bodies were also requested to adopt. The Overture 
thus states the reason for the action asked : 

Notwithstanding the healthful influence of Christianity 
in all those lands that have received the gospel, it is a 
lamentable fact that still international questions are re- 
ferred to the arbitrament of arms. Many Christian coun- 
tries maintain large standing armies and navies, that 
constantly menace the peace of the world, and are a 
grievous burden to the people that support them. Whilst 
some international differences are settled by peaceful ar- 
bitration, this is not recognized as the only and final re- 
sort for the adjudication of these questions. War and 
bloodshed are still the means to which Christian nations 
look to right their wrongs. 

We believe that among the Christian people of our own 
and other lands there is a strong sentiment in opposition 
to this deplorable evil, and in favor of referring all mat- 
ters of international claims to some suitable tribunal for 
peaceful solution. And further, we entertain the hope 
that if the influence of this sentiment were properly 
brought to bear upon the governments of these Christian 
nations it would greatly further this desirable end. 

The petition which the representatives of Christian 
churches are requested to adopt, was printed some time 
ago in the American Advocate op Peace, and again in 
a recent number as emanating from the General Conven- 
tion of the Episcopal Church that met in Baltimore. It 
is as follows : 

A PETITION 
To be addressed to the Several Governments of the Christian Nations 
of the World. 

The Church of wishes 

you grace, mercy and peace. 

We, iu co-operation with other Christian bodies, hum- 
bly memorialize you, as the guardians of your people, in 
behalf of peaceful arbitration, as a means of settlino- 
questions that arise between nations. The spectacle that 
is presented of Christian nations facing each other with 
heavy armaments, ready upon provocation to go to war 



